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Monsignor Sheridan
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gious icon, is the subject of'a new
documentary, “Radical Kindness:
The Life of John Sheridan.”

The idea for the film — now
more than three years in the mak-
ing — came to fruition not too
long after Sheridan’s Sept. 2010
death, said producer and OLM
parishioner Birute Vileisis.

The longtime pastor died
of heart failure at the age of 94
after complications suffered in an
August 2010 car crash, leaving
behind droves of mourners both
inside and outside the Catholic
Church.

Weeks after his death, an
OLM group that met regularly
after Sunday morning mass real-
ized a commonality.

“It seemed that every-
one at that particular Sunday
Symposium had ‘a Monsignor
story’ to share and the idea arose
to ‘do something’ to commemo-
rate his life,” Vileisis said.

They first considered putting
together a book of Monsignor
writings and memories. But dur-
ing subsequent meetings, a com-
mittee of parishioners realized a
documentary would do Sheridan
the best justice.

“We knew that Monsignor
had worked with four Cardinals,
that there were many Monsignor
stories from the early ‘70s, during
an important moment in L.A. his-
tory. We also recognized that he
had a great gift for bringing many
different people together, many of
whom were formidable players in
Los Angeles and the film industry...
We realized from the start that we
had a great story to tell and that it
had legs,” Vileisis recalled.

Getting production started
was far from easy, though, as
the group embarked on a year-
long fundraising campaign and
toiled over how to best por-
tray Sheridan’s life. Slowly, the
puzzle pieces fell into place.
Approximately $35,000 in dona-
tions came in. Vileisis and fellow
parishioner Paul Contino signed
on as co-producers. John Culver
was hired to direct. Malibu local
and actor Martin Sheen agreed
to narrate. Friends, family and
parishioners shared fond memo-
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Monsignor John Sheridan of Our Lady of Malibu Catholic Church
gives the call to worship at the Malibu Community Thanksgiving Day

Service in 2009.

ries through interviews and pho-
tographs.

Sheen was one of many locals
who forged a special bond with
Sheridan before his death. He
reflected on their relationship
after “Radical Kindness” pre-
miered at a special event on July
17 in Calabasas.

“We used to talk a lot,
Monsignor and I, about human

nature, about the brokenness of
human nature. And I remember
he talked about how beautiful
our broken nature was; because
it was the only way God could
reach us. And I thought that
made all the sense in the world,”
Sheen said at the premiere, which
was attended by about 300 peo-
ple.

Sheridan was the author of 14

books on faith and the church,
a theological scholar, a religious
broadcaster for national radio
programs such as “Hour of
Faith,” an advocate for those fac-
ing death and an untiring cham-
pion of disenfranchised inner-city
youth.

A native of County Longford,
Ireland, Sheridan moved to
Southern California after a bout
of tuberculosis and overcoming a
morphine addiction that his fam-
ily credited with “giving him a
life-long empathy for any kind of
suffering.”

The scope of Sheridan’s
years in serving the Los Angeles
Catholic community was vast,
encompassing four different arch-
bishops, countless ecumenical
articles and short stories, numer-
ous diocesan appointments and
community service directorships
and innovative programs to help
the disheartened faithful, such as
one of spiritual renewal based on
Alcoholics Anonymous’ 12 steps.

Working on the film gave
Vileisis a deeper understanding
of Sheridan’s legacy.

“The best reward is that
this film of his life may inspire
those who see it to follow in his
footsteps and perhaps act more
kindly, thereby ensuring that his
legacy and his spirit of ‘Radical
Kindness’ lives on,” she said.

For Sheen, participating in
the documentary provided a real-
ization of Sheridan’s impact on
the community and the commu-
nity’s ability to honor its greatest
contributors.

“He was reflected in all of us
in this film — it is an extraordi-
nary reflection of who we are as
a community,” Sheen said at the
premiere. “I felt terribly moved
and proud of all that was said
about him and done for him.
We were all reflecting each other
through him, but it’s really about
us as well.”

“Radical Kindness” will be
available for $25 on DVD in late
August through the Our Lady of
Malibu website, olmalibu.org,
or by contacting the church at
310.456.2361. The film has a
running time of 90 minutes.
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Gorgeous

3 bedroom home
with Riviera Ill
beach rights.
Open 1st floor
plan, bedrooms
upstairs, huge
deck. 2 fireplaces.
Perfect home in
perfect area. Near
the beach and

Pt. Dume Marine
Science School,
market, shops
and restaurants.
$2,495,000
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MALIBU | The Glass House
web: 0172689 | $14,900,000
Catherine Bindley 310.980.6448

MALIBU | Serra Retreat with View

web: 0172697 | $3,995,000

C. O'Herlihy 310.980.1194, W. O'Herlihy 310.980.1195

MALIBU | 27366 Winding Way
web: 0343499 | $6,295,000
Robert Radcliffe 310.255.5454
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MALIBU | 30145 Morning View Drive

web: 0172704 | $14,500,000

MALIBU | Classic Garden Villa

Shen Schulz 310.980.8809

web: 0172576 | $5,990,000
E. Ricciardelli 310.255.5467, S. Schulz 310.980.8809

MALIBU BROKERAGE | 310.456.1511
29169 Heathercliff Road Suite 111 | Malibu, CA 90265
sothebyshomes.com/losangeles

MALIBU | Malibu Country Estates
web: 0172663 | $2,999,500
C. O'Herlihy 310.980.1194, W. O'Herlihy 310.980.1195

Sotheby's International Realty and the Sotheby's International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with
permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are
independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby's International Realty, Inc.
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MALIBU | O Pacific Coast Highway
web: 0172692 | $9,000,000
Jerel Taylor 310.795.1895

web: 0343572 | $5,850,000
Joan Sather 310.740.0302
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web: 0027013 | $1,918,000
Josie Tong 310.779.8776, Co-listed

PACIFIC PALISADES | Yard Approx. ¥2 Acre Flat

MALIBU | Coastal Beauty with Ocean View and Pool

PAM WHITHAM

ASSOCIATE MANAGER

310.317.1716 or 310.457.3116
pamellawhitham@gmail.com
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24925 Paseo Del Rancho, Calabasas Park Estates
$1.599.000

» Guard Gated / 5 Bed /5 Bath / Park- like
Grounds with Pool / Spa / Bar-B-Que

« Cul De Sac / Totally Upgraded / New Kitchen /
Wood Floors

« Las Virgines Schools/Minutes to Malibu

coLDWeELL
BANKER O Doug Arbetman
Cell 818-378-4001

Calabasas darbetmanhome@gmail.com

MALIBU | Rare Zuma Beach Property
web: 0172665 | $6,600,000
Catherine Bindley 310.980.6448

web: 0172718 | $4,479,000
Susan Cosentino 310.924.9382

MALIBU | 4263 Vista Place
web: 0172715 | $1,549,000
W. O'Herlihy 310.980.1195, C. O'Herlihy 310.980.1194

Visit onlywithus.com to discover the
benefits available through us alone.
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