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Adamsons

Real Estate

DUME

Gorgeous

3 bedroom home
with Riviera Ill
beach rights.
Open 1st floor
plan, bedrooms
upstairs, huge
deck. 2 fireplaces.
Perfect home in
perfect area. Near
the beach and

Pt. Dume Marine
Science School,
market, shops
and restaurants.
$2,495,000

PAM WHITHAM

ASSOCIATE MANAGER

310.317.1716 or 310.457.3116

pamellawhitham@gmail.com
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Moments before the balloon
crashed into power lines and
fell 165 feet to the ground near
the Swiss Alps, Grant Adamson
is said to have “had his wife
and daughters lay on the bot-
tom of the balloon’s basket and
he tried to shield them with his
own body to protect them. The
members of the family told each
other they loved each other and
prayed.”

Grant Adamson died of an aor-
tic rupture on impact, while Terry,
Megan and Lauren were knocked
unconscious. Terry suffered a shat-
tered jaw and pelvis and several
internal injuries. Megan’s spine
was broken and “severed from her
pelvis,” and Lauren’s legs were
broken. All three have undergone
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35 YEARS OF SUCCESS MEANS MORE SUCCESS

Magnificent Architectural 5BD Home on 80' of
Sandy Broad Beach Frontage w/Ocean-Front Pool
$14,000,000 Also For Lease

The Stone House. The Ultimate Beach House, on
Approx. 50" of Sandy Beach. Live the Malibu Dream!
$9,985,000

Gorgeous White Water Views
from Custom lItalian Villa
$6,750,000

Custom Remodeled Beach-
Front Home on Malibu Cove
Colony Beach $6,545,000

Extraordinary Point Dume Com-
pound w/Guest Hse, Pool & Pinot
Noir Vineyard $6,400,000
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Gorgeous 5 BR Tuscan Villa
w/Pool, Spa, Cabana
$4,250,000 Also for Lease

Stunning Architectural Home

w/Panoramic Coastline Views
$2,195,000

Malibu Farmhouse: 5 BR
Estate on aprx. 2 Acres w/Pool
$6,450,000

Desirable Malibu Park with
Ocean and Mountain Views
$2,295,000

Stunning Ocean View
Architectural w/Pool & Spa
$3,650,000

Quintessential Spacious
Malibu West Home
$1,750,000

Grant Adamson (right) was killed when the hot air balloon the family rode in struck power lines and fell
165 feet. The family is now suing for $53.8 million in damages. Pictured, from left: Lauren, Terry, Megan

and Grant Adamson

extensive surgeries on the road
to recovery. Their medical bills
have totaled $1 million to date,
attorneys said, and each of them
will likely continue dealing with
medical problems the rest of
their lives.

“None of them will ever get
back to where they were before
this accident,” said Suzelle Smith,
an attorney for the Adamsons.

The suit seeks $10.2 million
for Terry’s damages, $3.8 mil-
lion for Lauren’s, $3 million for
Megan’s and $36.8 million for
the death of Grant Adamson.

Grand Hotel Park, Protravel
International, Bucher Travel and
travel agent Simone Rayden are
named as defendants in the case
filed by attorneys on behalf of the
Adamson estate.

“[The hotel] advertises it as a
top-of-the-line safe trip, you can
count on them to supply a com-
petent pilot and take you on a
once in a lifetime experience, but
that’s not what happened,” Smith
said. “They put the Adamsons
into the balloon, they had a pilot
who was not competent...he dev-
astated this family.”

The Adamsons travelled to
Switzerland last summer for a
family vacation after booking

the trip with Grand Hotel Park
through Rayden and the two
travel agencies. Terry Adamson
purchased the hot air balloon
trip over the Swiss Alps after
researching it as carly as 2011
and being told by Rayden that
it was a “must do,” according to
court documents.

What the Adamsons did not
know, the suit alleges, is that
Dupuy had been fired from a pre-
vious piloting gig for allegedly
drinking on the job and “visiting
the pub during working hours.”
He was hired by Grand Hotel
Park and its manager, Dupuy’s
brother-in-law, even though
Dupuy’s rocky employment his-
tory was evident, according to
Adamson attorneys.

The suit further alleges Dupuy
had very little familiarity with
the route the hot air balloon was
flying but that hotel employees
assured the Adamsons beforehand
that Dupuy was experienced on
the route. But as the trip neared
its landing point in Montbovon,
the Adamsons asked Dupuy to
land the balloon early because
constant shifts in altitude of the
balloon were frightening them.
Dupuy’s nephew was following
the balloon from the ground and

at one point radioed Dupuy to say
he was flying too low.

“Approaching the landing
site at Montbovon, Dupuy was
flying too low,” the suit states.
“Megan saw that the balloon was
headed for power lines and cried
out to Dupuy. Dupuy was look-
ing in the opposite direction.”

Moments later, the balloon
hit the lines and began falling.

“The Grand [Hotel] either
did not properly investigate
the condition of its pilot before
entrusting the Adamson family to
him,” the suit alleges, “or knew
he had been drinking before the
flight and ignored it.”

The great-grandson of
Frederick and Rhoda May
Rindge, who in 1892 purchased
the land that is now Malibu,
Grant Adamson descended from
a family known as Malibu’s
founders. He was an owner of
the Mariposa Land Company,
which managed the family’s
real estate holdings, and was a
founding member of Pepperdine
University’s Crest Board, among
other community involvements.
He and his family resided in Serra
Retreat.

A pretrial conference date has
been set for Oct. 20, 2014.
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. BLUFF TOP MALIBU VILLA

Enter through private gates to this absolutely incredible 1.26
acre bluff top property with stairs to Malibu Road. Dramatic
ocean, coastline and city light views are prevalent throughout

- this sprawling property with an amazing and impeccably
finished Villa. A courtyard with fountain greets you with over
6,600 sq. ft. of interior living space, 5 bedrooms, 6 bathrooms,
including spacious master suite that opens to a large covered
cabana patio with seating area and fireplace. Master bath has
a spa tub, steam shower, double sinks, huge walk in closet and
private outdoor patio. Gourmet kitchen with large center island

= opens to family and breakfast area and an entertaining area.

Pritchett-Rapf Realtors
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The dramatic outdoor entertaining area has a large ocean view
pool, spa, fireplace, bult-in BBQ, dining area, bluff top viewing
deck and grassy yard off the living areas and master bedroom
rivaling the finest hotels. There is a recording studio, a
separate guest rcom, a full gym and sports court. Truly one of
the nicest bluff top properties in Malibu.

$24,950,000
BluffTopMalibuVilla.com

Gayle Pritchett
(310) 456-6771

pritchett-rapf.com

Areas
* Decks,

unfurnished

on a Clear Day - You Can See Forever
Beautiful Ocean Vview Home for Rent

3 Bedroom, 4 Bath Home in Beautiful,
Close-in, La Costa, Malibu

views from Palos verdes to Pt.Dume
whales and Dolphins too!

e Summer or Long Term Rental
* Beach and Tennis Club Available
* Great In-Door and Out-Door Entertainment

Patios and Garden
* Easy Care, Kid and Pet Friendly
* Ccompletely Furnished (Short term) or

* Large Screen TVs, WiFi, Fireplaces, Piano
* Great Room and Cook’s Kitchen
* Photographs Available.

Susan Monus
310-589-2477
CalBRE#00827409

susan@susanmonus.com
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