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the United States as a delegate to 
Greece later this month. 

At 26, Garcia is the young-
est delegate selected by the State 
Department since the Global 
Entrepreneurship Program’s 
launch in 2010.

The U.S. Department of 
State is sending 13 prominent 
U.S. investors and role-model 
entrepreneurs, along with sev-
eral U.S. government employees, 
to meet with senior Greek offi-
cials and the Greek private sec-
tor to discuss key entrepreneurial 
opportunities and challenges for 
Greece. Garcia called the selec-
tion an honor. 

“I believe entrepreneurship is 
the lifeblood of any nation’s econ-
omy,” he said.

Garcia is the first Malibu resi-
dent and the first Pepperdine 
alum to represent the United 
States on behalf of the U.S. 
Department of State. The Global 
Entrepreneurship Program is a 
U.S. State Department-led effort 
to promote and spur entrepre-
neurship by catalyzing and coor-
dinating private sector and U.S. 
Government programs to support 
entrepreneurs around the world.

Garcia will be on several dif-
ferent panels to discuss the key 
entrepreneurial opportunities and 
challenges for Greece.

“There is an abundance of 
entrepreneur passion among the 
young people in Greece who want 
to start their own business, but 
lack access to funding and access 
to the global market,” Garcia 
said. “A few changes in the eco-
nomic policy could help jump start 
Greece’s economy.”

The son of working-class par-
ents, Garcia knows the value of 
hard work and education. 

He earned his bachelor’s 
degree in economics from 
Pepperdine University as a Bill 
Gates Scholar. At age 24, Garcia 
founded and served as CEO of 
Advantage Line Global (ALG), 
an international sustainable pack-
aging technology company. In 
2011, State Sen. Tony Strickland 
appointed him as Distr ict 
Ambassador for California’s 19th 
Senate District.

“We grew up very poor,” 

Garcia said. “But we never knew 
that we had it that bad. My par-
ents taught us that no matter how 
bad we thought we had it, some-
one else had it worse.”

Garcia currently serves as a 
director of TransPerfect, a New 
York-based global business ser-
vices provider. TransPerfect is 
the world’s largest privately held 
language translation services and 
technology company and spe-
cializes in helping clients bridge 
communication barriers in over 
170 languages. He is also princi-
pal of Chris Garcia & Associates, a 
consulting firm engaged in entre-
preneurship and startup advisory 
services.

“If you work hard and make 
smart decisions you can become 
anything,” Garcia said. “That’s the 
beauty of the United States. We 
create an environment that’s con-
clusive to entrepreneurship.”

Garcia abides by the three 
“Rs”  ph i lo sophy—respec t , 
r espons ib i l i ty  and reward. 
Respect for everyone, regardless 
of race, background, religion or 
beliefs; responsibility for self, 
actions and the world around 
you. And, if you perform a good 
job and work hard, you will be 

rewarded, he said.
Garcia has lived in Malibu for 

eight years and remains very active 
in the community. He served as a 
consultant to Mayor Skylar Peak 
in his successful bid for Malibu 
City Council in 2012. He co-cre-
ated Pepperdine’s annual “Waves 
of Flags: Remembering 9/11” 
memorial to honor the victims of 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks. He sits 
on the planning committee for the 
City of Malibu Public Veterans 
Day ceremony and sat on the plan-
ning committee for the Malibu 
Navy Days.

“I love Malibu because becom-
ing part of the Malibu community 
changed my life,” Garcia said. “I 
love the people, the environment 
and my Malibu neighbors. I think 
it’s important that we preserve the 
rural nature of Malibu.”

With a long list of accomplish-
ments and honors, Garcia’s moti-
vation is rooted in good morals. 

“I genuinely believe it is our 
moral obligation to leave the next 
generation better off,” Garcia said. 
“Just as the generation before 
us sacrificed so much to give us 
opportunities, we owe our chil-
dren the same and even better 
opportunities.” 
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The California Wildlife 
Center hosted an open 

house on Sunday for its gener-
ous supporters. Guests had the 
opportunity to see the many 
animals that are being cared for 
and tour the facilities, including 
the new marine mammal ele-
phant seal pup rehab facilities. 

Board President Victoria 
Harris said last year alone the 
CWC cared for more than 
4,700 animals.The facility does 
not receive any federal, state or 
city funds but relies solely on 
donations. 

“[Sunday] was a chance for 
the CWC Board, staff and vol-
unteers to personally thank the 
many people and companies 
who have supported us over 
the past 16 years... We were 
thrilled with the turnout and 
our guests responses,” Harris 
said.  

The CWC will host its 
annual Spring Open House 
for the general community on 
Sunday, April 27. 

Wild times

More than 20 baby Mallard ducks pile up on one another under a heat lamp to gain strength.

A baby hummingbird comes out for feeding time.

Volunteers feed recovering baby squirrels every hour 
to nourish their healing bodies.

Falconer Cynthia Maxwell’s Red-tailed hawk, Lancelot, spreads his 
wings in the warm sun during the California Wildlife Center’s VIP 
Open House.

CWC Volunteer Madena (right) takes “Give Me Shelter” documentary 
filmmaker Katie Cleary and her husband Andrew Stern on a tour of 
the facilities.

Animal Care Coordinator Denys Hemen (left) shows guests Jordan 
Michaelson, Maya Pershing and Assemblymember Richard Bloom’s 
field representative Tim Pershing around the baby care unit on 
Sunday afternoon.
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Local Chris Garcia will travel to Greece later this month as part of the 
U.S. State Department’s Global Entrepreneurship Program. At 26, 
Garcia is the youngest person ever selected for the program. 
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