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CROSSWORD

Planetary themes 
for the month of January

By T.S. Phillips, A.A.S., Inc.
Special to The Malibu Times

Aries
The new year starts out with a 
reality check. There is also the 
tendency to over-indulge and 
let your emotions run the show 
through the 9th of the month. 
Try to maintain healthy boundar-
ies in your relationships. During 
the second half of the month, 
Mercury trines your planetary 
ruler, Mars. You can come up 
with some new and original ideas 
to help advance your plans. 

Taurus
As your planetary ruler Venus 
continues to retrograde until 
the end of the month, it’s a 
time to re-evaluate your career 
goals and what’s truly impor-
tant in your life. The focus is on 
higher learning, education, and 
expanding your mind and belief 
system. Some relationship issues 
come to the surface for you to 
examine around the middle of 
the month. 

Gemini
The focus is on finances and the 
use of resources to better your 
career or goals. Your serious atti-
tude and tone begin to shift on 
January 11th when your plan-
etary ruler, Mercury, enters the 
sign of its exaltation, Aquarius. 
You can be flooded with new, 
inventive ideas. Communications 
with others at a distance or 
through travel can open up new 
doors for you during the second 
half of the month.

Cancer
The focus remains on significant 
others, partners and your rela-
tionship needs. Practice mod-
eration. You are more prone to 
over-indulgences through the 8th 
of the month. Around the middle 
of the month, a balance needs to 
be reached between your rela-
tionships and family. After the 
11th, you can come up with new 
ideas for making money and using 
resources to your advantage.

Leo
Your serious attitude takes over. 
You start out the new year want-
ing to get the job done and 
achieve your goals. Avoid misun-
derstandings with employees or 
co-workers around the middle of 
the month. After the 11th, you 
are in a cycle for attracting new 
and perhaps unusual or extraor-
dinary types of people. The focus 
turns toward personal relation-
ships and social involvements. 

Virgo
The focus is on romantic involve-
ments or creative projects. 
Children may play an important 
role in your life. Your investments 
may need to be re-examined. Be 
more cautious in this area around 
the middle of the month. After 
the 11th, when your planetary 
ruler Mercury enters Aquarius, 
you can come up with new and 
original ideas for becoming more 
efficient at work or in your daily 
routine.

Libra
You are prone to excess and tak-
ing on way too much during the 
first week of January. Strive for 
more balance and moderation. 
Some family or relationship issues 
come to the surface around the 
middle of the month. It’s a good 
time to clear the air about things. 
Inner work on yourself can lead 
to much growth and personal 
transformation toward the end of 
the month.

Scorpio
You start to come out more from 
doing things behind the scenes. 
Your focus turns toward daily 
tasks, work and achieving a sense 
of accomplishment. This can 
lead to a financial opportunity or 
greater rewards around the 10th. 
Some internal strife of yours may 
need to be resolved around the 
middle of the month, but this can 
also lead to some positive changes 
in your life. 

Sagittarius
The focus is more on accomplish-
ing your goals in the material and 

business realm. You have your 
sight on some greater goals this 
year, but make sure you have real-
istic expectations. Be cautious with 
money matters around the middle 
of the month. Some friends may 
also need assistance in some way. 
After the 11th, your objectiv-
ity becomes stronger and you are 
inspired by new, original ideas. 

Capricorn
The new year starts off for you 
with increased drive and ambition 
as opportunity is staring at you 
right in the face during the first 
week of January. This can lead 
to the manifestation of some of 
your goals around the time of the 
Sun/Venus conjunction in your 
sign on the 10th. After the 11th, 
your inventive and original ideas 
can lead to new money-making 
opportunities this month. 

Aquarius
This is a good month to clean 
out your closet, both literally and 
figuratively. It’s time to let go of 
things you no longer use as well 
as any psychological or emotional 
baggage in your life. After the 
11th, it’s time to express your 
ideas, even if they seem too far 
out for some people. Social inter-
actions are favored for making 
new friends and alliances during 
the second half of the month.

Pisces
This is a favorable month for net-
working and participating more 
in groups or organizations. This 
can lead to an opportunity if you 
are willing to roll up your sleeves 
around the 10th. After the 11th, 
you may feel like your voice isn’t 
heard enough. Be more assertive 
in asking for the things you want. 
You can gain more objectivity 
about your personal relationships 
during the second half of the 
month. 

For more information on 
arranging a personal consulta-
tion based on your own unique 
birth date, time, and place of 
birth, call 310.456.8777 or visit 
AstroAdvisor.com)

Mr. Brainwash exhibit

Mr. Brainwash, a Los 
Angeles-based film-

maker and pop artist, has 
an exhibit of paper and can-
vas pieces on display at the 
Wall Street Malibu Pop-up 
Gallery (3832 Cross Creek 
Road). His work is interna-

tionally known within the 
street art scene. He creates 
his art with spray painted 
stencils and posters of pop 
art-inspired images.

One of his past exhibi-
tions, “Life is Beautiful,” 
featured a 20-foot robot 

constructed of old televi-
sions. Mr. Brainwash is the 
subject of fellow street artist 
Banksy’s documentary, “Exit 
Through the Gift Shop.” 
The exhibit is expected to 
remain open through the 
end of January.
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Internationally known, Los Angeles-based artist Mr. Brainwash has an exhibit of his 
work on display at Wall Street Malibu Pop-up Gallery.

Working together

Dianne Porchia, a Topanga 
resident since 2004, has been 

elected President of Topanga’s 
Chamber of Commerce. With her 
new position, Porchia has plans to 
carry out a vision for cross-collab-
oration with Malibu’s Chamber of 
Commerce. Porchia’s past projects 
include spearheading Topanga 
Nights, an annual fundraiser ben-
efiting the Topanga Community 
Club.

“My vision for the chamber is 
to create a sense of unity and com-
munity,” Porchia wrote. 

She would like to see business-
es from Topanga and Malibu work 
together and see greater success. 

President of 
Topanga’s 
Chamber of 
Commerce has 
plans for cross-
collaboration.
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